ПИР. CALIF JH 2c PAID 


Fresno, California 
ERKELEY, | PERMIT No. 47 
ALIF. 


Return Postage Guaranteed 


Power 


El Capitan, Yosemite National Park (Elevation 3604 Feet from Floor of Valley) 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE e | 
August, 1924 San JOAQUIN LIGHT & POWER CORPORATION Price 10 Cents 


Google 


San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 


Main Offices, Fresno, California 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Wm. G. Kerckhoff, Los Angeles. 
A. C. Balch, Los Angeles. 
Ben R. Meyer, Los Angeles. 


W. A. Haas, San Francisco. 
L. M. Farnham, Los Angeles. 


EXECUTIVE DIVISION 
A. E. Peat. Treasurer and Comptroller, Los Angeles, 


A. С. Wishon, Fresno. 

A. Emory Wishon, Fresno. 
А. B. Macbeth, Los Angeles. 
G. C. Young, Los Ange!es. 


Wm. G. Kerckhoff, President, Los Angeles. 


A. C. Balch, Vice-President, Los Angeles. A. Emory Wishon, General Manager, Fresno. 
Ben R. Meyer, Vice-President, Los Angeles. К E. P. Smith, Assistant to General Manager, Fresno. 
A. G. Wishon, Vice President. and Managing Director, L. J. Moore, Executive Engineer, Fresno 
Fresno. SUAM cr ны aegros Pad 
L. M. Farnhim, Vice-President and Secretary, Los Gaskell 3. Jacobs, Consulting Engineer. Fresno. 
J. M. Buswell, General Inspector, Fresno. 


Angeles. 


LEGAL DIVISION 
Murray Bourne, General Counsel, Fresno, 


FINANCE DIVISION 


W. E. Durfey, Assistant Secretary and Assistant A. B. Carpenter, Auditor, Fresno. 
Treasurer, Fresno, У. К. Frazee, Assistant Auditor, Fresno. 


M. S. Babcock, Assistant Secretary, Fresno. Frank A. Easton, Stock Sales Manager, Fresno. 


: SUPPLIES DIVISION 
D. P. Mason, Manager, Fresno. S. B. Patterson, General Storekeeper, Fresno. 
E. Hickman, Assistant. Purchasing Agent, Fresno. J. Wainscout, Assistant Manager Transportation, Fresno. 


OPERATING DIVISION 
E. А. Quinn, General Superintendent, Fresno. E. К. Banks. Superintendent Northern Division. 
E. J. Crawford, Assistant, Fresne. n6» D. D. Smalley, Superintendent Coast Division, 
H. D. Nesbit, Superintendent Southern Division, Maria. 


Bakersfield. 


Е. Н. Pearson, Attorney, Fresno. 


SERVICE DIVISION 


M. E. Newlin, Manager Commercial Department, Fresno. Al. C. Joy. Manager Publicity Department, Fresno. 
Е. V. Boller, Assistant Manager Commercial Depart- A. M. Frost, Manager of Sales, Fresno. 
ment, Fresno. C. M. MeCardle, Right-of-Way Agent, Fresno, 


PERSONNEL DIVISION 


Guy W. Dumble, Manager. 
George L. Bell, Consultant, Dr. Chas. E. Mordoff, Chief Surgeon, Fresno. 


RESEARCH DIVISION 
Lloyd Henley, Manager, Fresno. 


POWER DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 


H. К. Fox, Construction Superintendent, Fresno, lL. IL. Ellis, Assistant Construction Superintendent 
Fresno. ' 


POWER HOUSES 
Crane Valley District, F. n McGeorge, Superintendent. Tule River, Spring: 
ville. 
Superintendent Kerckhoff, Au- W. A. McDougall, Superintendent Kern Canyon, Edison 
Kern. County. g ї 


Wm. Beem, Superintendent 
North Fork. 
М. W. Goldsworthy, 


berry. 
STEAM PLANTS 
A. Y. Meudell, Superintendent Bakersfield and Midway. 
DISTRICT MANAGERS 
San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 

D. L. Wishon, Bakersfield. Thos. Hancock, Los Banos. 
A. R. Thiele, Assistant, Bakersfield. Л. E. Barrett, Madera, 
Е. €. Carroll, Corcoran. Raleigh Casad. Merced. 
н. G. Redfern, Dinuba. E. С. Stahl, San Joaquin, 

ans a Howard Н. Young, Selma. 
P. B. Wilson, Fresno. O. A. Kommers, Taft. 


Midland Counties Public Service Corporation 
Chas, f. Kelly, Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo. 
A. D. Church, Santa Maria. 


SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES 
V. L. Mickelberry, Superintendent, Bakersfield & Kern С. B. Jackson, Superintendent, Fresno City Water 
Electric Railway, Bakersfield. Corporation, Fresno. 


W. E. Whittington, Coalinga. 


Google 


San Joaquin Power Magazine 


Published monthly by the San Joaquin Light & Power Corpora- 
tion at Fresno, California, in the interests of Customers, Stockhold- 
ers and Employees of the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation. 


Vor. VI 


AUGUST, 1924 


The City With a Future Assured 


Merced on the Threshold of Era of Greatest Growth. 


Present Population 


Shows 55 Per Cenl Increase in Ten Years. 


tion with the construction of the 

Southern Pacific Railroad. The 
settlement of the town began with the 
location of the sration and the survey of 
the townsite, two or three years previous 
to the passing of the first train through the 
valley. Merced soon assumed the propor- 
tions of a city and at an election ‘held 
December 12, 1872, the county seat was 
moved from Snelling to Merced by a vote 
of 566 votes for Merced, 236 for Snelling, 
and 181 for Livingston. 

Cattle and grain were the chief sources 
of income for the new city. The popula- 
tion increased slowly, the 1900 United 
States census fixing it at 1,969. During 
the next ten years, the population increased 
to 3,102, as a result of the planting of 
large acreages of wine and raisin grapes, 
fruits, and dairying. 

'The present population of Merced is 
approximately 6,500, an increase of 55 per 
cent in ten years. 

'The business district is 
many fine buildings and modern, 


Fo City of Merced had its incep- 


composed of 
well- 
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Merced streets are wide, well paved and beautified by wonderful shade trees. 


to Merced High School. 
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conducted stores, while miles of paving 
extend into the residential districts, which 
are lined with shade trees and beautiful 
homes. 

Seven churches in Merced, with as 
many denominations, have a membership 
of 5,600, supporting a church budget of 
$20,000 per year. 

In Merced County there are thirty-six 
school districts employing one hundred and 
fifty-seven teachers in thirty-six grammar 
schools and four high schools, the buildings 
having a valuation of $625,000. The 
attendance at the close of the last session 
was 5,460. In the city of Merced a new 
union high school was completed last year 
at a cost of $200,000. Four fine grammar 
schools in the city are equipped with the 
most approved modern conveniences. 

The city of Merced has an active 
Chamber of Commerce that is planning an 
intensive campaign calling attention to the 
many opportunities in the city and county. 

Merced is on the threshold of an era of 
intensive development. Its resources are 
established on a solid foundation and its 
future is assured. 


In the center is the doorway 
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“The Home of the Fig" 


Merced County Peculiarly Adapted to Fig Culture. 


Other Fruits and 


Vegetables do Equally Well. 


ERCED County specializes in big 

things. It holds the record for 

having the largest peach and 
apricot orchard in the world, the largest 
seedless raisin vineyard in the world, and 
raises the most alfalfa of any county in 
the world. 

This county has about a half million 
acres, capable of the most profitable culti- 
vation, in a location having ideal trans- 
portation and marketing advantages. 
Three railroads, the Southern Pacific, 
Santa Fe, and Yosemite Valley, enter the 
city of Merced, while a complete system 
of highways and good roads traverse all 
parts of the county. The city of Merced 
is 124 miles from San Francisco and 369 
miles from Los Angeles. There are 
approximately 2,000 square miles in Mer- 
ced County, extending from the Sierras 
to the Coast Range. 

The climate is excellent, producing 
unsurpassed peaches, figs, raisins, grapes, 
and vegetables. The weather is not too 
cold in winter and the warm dry days of 
summer are ideal for ripening and curing 
the fruit crops. The average annual rain- 
fall of 14 inches . falls mostly between 
December 1 and April 1. 


“HOME OF THE FIG” 


In the immediate vicinity of the city 
of Merced the soil is particularly adapted 
to the growing of figs, hence the name the 
city has earned, "the home of the fig.” 
More than 12,200 acres of figs are being 
grown within a twenty-mile radius of 
Merced. The humidity of the atmos- 
phere prevents splitting while curing, pro- 
ducing a dried fig of excellent quality, yet 
the moisture is not enough to cause them 
to sour. This favorable condition is 
tracable to the location of the Merced 
district in the path of the ocean breezes 
yet far enough from the Pacific Ocean to 
temper the air to the right proportions of 
heat and humidity. 

Among the varieties of figs grown are 
the purple Mission, white Adriatic, the 
famous Calimyrna white fig, and the 
Kadota. Merced is one of the leading fig 
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producing sections of the state, more than 
1,500 tons being reported ready for ship- 
ment this year. The California Peach 
and Fig Growers’ Association has a large 
packing plant at Merced employing from 
75 to 125 women during the entire year. 


OTHER FRUITS THRIVE WELL 


Other fruits thrive with equally satisfac- 
tory results in the Merced District, the 
estimated acreage in peaches being given 
at 12,000, of which 3,800 are non-bearing. 
'The California Packing Corporation has 
4,200 acres of peaches, apricots and plums, 
the largest orchard of its kind in the 
world, six miles from Merced. 

Merced county also claims the largest 
seedless raisin vineyard in the world. A 
comparison of prices in the Eastern mar- 
kets also shows that Merced table grapes 
bring among the highest prices paid for 
this product. Tokay and Malaga grapes 
raised around Merced are especially fine. 

It is estimated that 5,000 acres in the 
Merced District are planted to almonds. 
These nuts are of high quality and bring 
considerable income to the district. Olives 
are also grown extensively, the trees doing 
exceptionally well in this section. 


AN ALFALFA SECTION 


Merced is the largest producer of 
alfalfa in the state. This crop, which pro- 
vides the means of starting into business 
on a small capital, is easily grown and a 
good money maker. Five and six crops 
are cut each year where sufficient water 
is obtainable. 'The new Merced Irriga- 
tion District will make possible the plant- 


ing of large additional areas in this 
pioneering crop. 
FIFTH IN DAIRYING 
With alfalfa comes dairying, and 


Merced county ranks fifth in the dairy 
industry of the state, having 55,000 dairy 
cattle. In the western part of the county 
dairying predominates with large herds 
and big alfalfa acreage. Experiments 
have shown that this land is also capable 
of producing fruit of excellent quality, the 
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AN IMPORTANT MERCED INDUSTRY 


The California Pottery Company plant at Merced 
manufactures a fine quality of building tile used 
throughout the state in better class buildings. 


Top.—General view of plant. 
Center.—-Hauling clay to grinders. 
Below.—The moulded tile ready for firing. 


soil being deep and rich loam. In the 
foothills 125,000 head of beef cattle are 
grazed. Merced county holds the honor 
of shipping the most beef cattle of any 
county in the state. 


FAMOUS "MERCED SWEETS” 


Among the vegetables produced on a 
large scale, sweet potatoes take first rank 
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in Merced County, and “Merced Sweets" 
have an established place on the market. 
The first diggings going to Bay markets 
brought 12% cents per pound. The crop 
is moving this year at an average of 
5 cents. Considerable tonnage of the 
smaller sizes are sold to canneries. 


TOMATOES, TOO 


Approximately $250,000 was returned 
to 146 Merced county growers of tomatoes 
and other vegetables this year. Merced 
tomatoes are shipped to all parts of the 
coast, some going into Oregon and Canada. 
Merced has the earliest tomatoes in the 
state, with the exception of Imperial Valley. 


POULTRY PROFITABLE 


In any part of the county poultry may 
be raised with success, and many orchard- 
ists add to their profits by keeping flocks 
in among their fruit trees. Those who 
are in the poultry business are making 
money, so that it is by no means to be con- 
sidered merely as a side line. 

'There is a total of 93,000 acres now 
under cultivation in the Merced district. 
'The approximate acreage is divided as fol- 
lows: vines, 20,000; peaches, 12,000; 
almonds, 3,500; figs, 14,000; apricots, 
3,000; plums and prunes, 1,000; olives, 
500; sweet potatoes, 3,000; alfalfa, 
18,000; melons, 1,100; beans, 2,500; 
grain (irrigated), 6,000; gardening, 900; 
miscellaneous, 7,500. 


MERCED COUNTY GROWS 
WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS 


Livingston, the largest city in Merced 
County north of Merced, is a grape 
center, although there is a large acreage 
in peaches, figs and almonds. It has a 
live weekly newspaper, up-to-date stores. 
two grammar schools, a new high school, 
and several packing houses. A number of 
new business buildings have been erected 
during the past two years, while new sub- 
divisions of large tracts are bringing in 
many new people. Stevinson, west of 
Livingston, is a thriving colony with dairy- 
ing as the principal industry. 

Atwater, north of Merced on the main 
line of the Southern Pacific railroad, is a 
rich little town, with a bank, good schools, 
a thriving weekly newspaper. and good 
homes and stores. It is the leading fruit 
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shipping center of the county, having 
several packing houses and onc of the larg- 
est canneries of the California Packing 
Corporation. Atwater sweet potatoes are 
well known throughout the west and con- 
tend with peaches for the place of leader 
crop of the section. 

Delhi is a new town centering in the 
California Land Settlement for war 
veterans. More than 300 families have 
located here, developing fine farms of 
alfalfa, fruit and vines. 

Amsterdam on the Southern Pacific 
branch line to Stockton, and Winton and 
Cressey on the Santa Fe, are small trading 
centers surrounded by a section of the 
Merced Irrigation District, which is con- 
tributing to their growth. 

Southwest of Merced on the Santa Fe 
railroad are Tuttle, headquarters of the 
Del Monte orchard, the largest peach and 
apricot orchard in the world; Planada, 
noted as a fig center and having one of the 
finest hotels in the county; and Le Grande, 
center of a fertile section adapted to fruits, 
grapes and grain. Le Grande has a high 


school and a weekiy newspaper. 
The towns of Hilmar and Irwin are 
north of the Merced River and in the 
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Turlock Irrigation District. The sur- 
rounding country is devoted to intensive 
cultivation of grapes, fruit, and vegetables 
and to dairying. The two communities 
only a quarter mile apart afford good 
schools and stores. | 
El Nido, south of Merced on the paved 
highway to Los Banos, is the center of a 
rich dairying section, where the farmers 
are breeding high class registered stock. 


SNELLING 


The town of Snelling, now the center 
of a dairying and cattle section, still has 
reminders of its early importance. The 
county courthouse, erected in 1856, stands 
in the center of the town. Many historic 
old buildings give mute evidence of the 
faith these early settlers had in the future 
of Snelling. But the agricultural possi- 
bilities of the fertile plains drew the new 
railroad to the low country and Snelling 
was forced into the background in the 
march of events. 

Other agricultural communities in the 
Merced District that are contributing to 
the growth and wealth of the county are 
Athlone, Lingard, Sierra Vista, Dickenson 
and Arena. 


THE INDUSTRIES OF MERCED COUNTY HAVE BUILT UP A SUBSTANTIAL PAYROLL. 


Above.—Plant of Culifornia Peach and Fig Growers 
employs 75 to 125 people the year around. 

Below.—Plant of new Yosemite Portland Cement 
Company near Merced in course of construction. 


Digitized by Goc gle 


Above.—Shops of Yosemite Valley Railroad at Mer- 
ced employs repair crews the year around. 

Below.—Saw mill of Yosemite Lumber Company at 
Merced Falls has a pay roll of $14,500 per month. 


Fourteen Years’ Service 


San Joaquin Power Entered Merced District in 1910. Merced River а 
Source of Power for 70 Years. 


HE Merced District became a part 

of the San Joaquin Light & Power 

Corporation in 1910 through the 
purchase of the Merced Falls Gas and 
Electric Company, operating only in the 
city of Merced. There were no rural 
lines. The generating plants consisted of 
a small steam unit of 135 kilowatts in- 
stalled in 1880, and the Merced Falls 
hydro plant of 225 kilowatts. There were 
920 lighting customers and 30 power con- 
sumers at that time. 

Immediately on taking over the new 
property, a 30,000-volt transmission line 
was extended 34 miles from Madera, 
where the company had been serving the 
city for six years. During the following 
year, 1912, the transmission line was 
extended to Atwater and Livingston, and 
rural lines were extended from these 
settlements until the increasing load 
required additional feeders. A line was 
extended from Los Banos to Livingston 
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in 1919, tieing in the Merced District with 
two sources of power. A third and larger 
high voltage line was extended direct 
from the Kerckhoff power house to the 
Merced District in 1921. 

'The number of customers in the elec- 
trical department of the Merced District 
has grown to 4,000, while the connected 
load has increased to 14,000 horsepower 
during the fourteen years San Joaquin 
Power has operated in that district. 


HISTORICAL 


While San Joaquin Power has served 
the Merced District fourteen years, the 
Merced River has been used as a source 
of power for 70 years. 

'The history of power development at 
Merced Falls extends back as far as 1854 
when Wm. Nelson & Son diverted a small 
stream for a grist mill. In 1868 a com- 
pany was formed to operate a woolen mill 
using surplus power not required by the 
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The Merced District of San Joaquin Power embraces all of Merced County edst of the San Joaquin River, 


and Mariposa County exclusive of Yosemite Valley. 
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“BEHIND THE SCENES" IN MERCED DISTRICT OFFICE. 
The working quarters of the Merced District office force are arranged to turn out the work with the 


greatest convenience, 


grist mill. On April 4, 1872, both mills 
were destroyed by fire, the woolen mill 
being rebuilt. The woolen mill was again 
destroyed by fire in 1893, but was never 
rebuilt. The site was first used for the 


generation of electric power by the Mount 
Gaines Mining Company in 1894 when 
a vertical turbine driving a 135-kilowatt 
Stanley 


generator was installed. The 
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power was transmitted to the mines 14 
miles east, at 10,000 volts. In 1896 the 
Merced Falls Gas and Electric Company, 
through an agreement with the Mount 
Gaines Company, installed two 75-kilo- 
watt Brush alternators operated by two 
vertical turbines in a pit adjoining the 
Mount Gaines plant. This power was 
transmitted to Merced at 10,000 volts. 


SAN JOAQUIN POWER EMPLOYEES OF MERCED DISTRICT. 
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The Merced Falls Company secured 
possession of the entire site and in 1901 
replaced the old wooden dam with the 
present concrete dam. ‘The two Brush 
machines were replaced in 1903 with a 
225-kilowatt generator which was taken 
out of the old San Luis Obispo steam 
plant. This machine is still giving good 
service. When San Joaquin Power 
acquired this property in 1910 the trans- 
mission line to Merced was reconstructed 
to carry 30,000 volts. In January, 1911, 
the power house was undermined during 
a flood and remained out of commission 
until 1915. 

Two other plants on the Merced 
river, the Kittredge Power House near 
Bagby and the Mountain King Power 
House, have since been purchased by San 
Joaquin Power. 


THE GAS PLANT 


The Merced Gas plant was purchased 
in 1910 from C. W. Waller of San 
Francisco, who had previously bought the 
plant from the Crocker-Huffman Land 
and Water Company. At that time there 
were 500 gas customers and the output of 
the plant was about 35,000 cubic feet of 
gas per day. The capacity of the plant 
has been increased at various times to take 
care of the growing demand, the last 
improvement being a 100,000 cubic-foot 
holder giving the plant a total capacity of 
150,000 cubic feet. About 100,000 cubic 


9 


feet of gas is consumed daily by the 1,!00 
customers. 

The manufacture of gas requires 
experienced men to produce gas having the 
required number of heat units. If the 
generator is too hot the quality of gas 
produced lacks heat units, while if the 
generator is too cold, a heavy gas is pro- 
duced that smokes when burned. 

Scott Hughes is chief gas maker at the 
Merced Plant, with T. S. Harness and 
Ed. Bolt as assistants. The service depart- 
ment is handled by W. L. Blake. 

Raleigh Casad, who was superintendent 
of the Merced Falls Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, was made district manager when 
San Joaquin Power acquired the property 
in 1910. Не has remained in that posi- 
tion to the present time. The entire 
organization in 1910, including gas depart- 
ment and power house operators, consisted 
of sixteen employees and а one-horse 
delivery wagon. Today 70 men and 
women and 20 automobiles of various 
types are employed in handling the busi- 
ness of the district. 


UNSELFISH OR FOREHANDED? 


Customer—‘‘I want to buy three lawn- 
mowers.” 

Dealer—‘‘You must have a big place.” 

Customer—''No . . . but I have two 
neighbors. —The National Magazine of 
the Hardware Trade. 
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MERCED GAS PLANT AND SUBSTATION IN BACKGROUND, 
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“Gateway to Yosemite” 


Merced Is Central Point From Which Radiate Highways and Railways 
to Many Interesting and Historical Places. 


OSEMITE Valley, 107 miles from 

Merced via the Mariposa Grove of 

Big Trees, is one of the few national 
parks in the United States which is open 
all the year around. The train ride 
through the Merced River Canyon is 
regarded as one of the most beautiful 
scenic railroad trips in the world. 

An excellent road connects Merced with 
Yosemite National Park through Mormon 
Bar and Wawona, while the state high- 
way through Mariposa connecting with the 
Yosemite road at El Portal is one of the 
finest pieces of highway in the state. By 
the latter route the elevations attained in 
entering Yosemite Park is reduced from 
7,200 to less than 3,000 feet. 


WAWONA 


One of the most famous pleasure 
resorts just outside of the Park, 75 miles 
by auto from Merced, is Wawona, which 
claims the distinction of having the first 
golf course established in the Sierras. 

Wawona offers, besides golf, fishing, 
hunting, horseback riding, swimming, 
hiking, dancing, croquet, and other amuse- 
ments in its beautiful setting. 

For the historian as well as the nature 
lover, the country between Merced and 
Yosemite National Park offers numerous 
surprising attractions. Many reminders 
of the gold pioneers and the Indian may 
be found throughout this section. 


HORNITOS 


At Barretts, forty miles from Merced, 
are the ruins of what is declared to be the 
first bank in California. Оп one of the 
roads from Merced to Mariposa is the 
town of Hornitos, one of the oldest incor- 
porated towns in California. At one 
time this was a city of 5,000 people, China- 
town alone having 2,000. Streets of 
empty houses and ruins of former resi- 
dences are all that remain of this one-time 
important mining center, now deserted by 
all but 59 people. One of the most pic- 
turesque buildings in Hornitos is the ruin 
of the Chinese joss house, formerly the 
center of Chinatown. 
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MARIPOSA 


Mariposa also has many quaint relics of 
the days of gold. Once it was the seat of 
government of a gigantic county extending 
from Tuolumne County on the north to 
Kern County on the south, but the original 
Mariposa County of the 50's has since 
been cut up into ten counties. The town 
has declined with the diminishing gold out- 
put, until today it has a population of less 
than 500. Many of the mines of Mari- 
posa County are still producing, while 
electric power and modern machinery are 
making possible the working of low-grade 
ore bodies left by the early miners. А 
revival of mining interest is in progress 
at present. New mines are opening up, 
and historic Mariposa is riding on a wave 
of prosperity. 

The stone chimneys characteristic of 
the cabins of gold seekers dot the land- 
scape of Mariposa County and tell a story 
of the activities of the 50's. These chim- 
neys are all that remain of the thousands 
of homes of the early Argonauts. 


COULTERVILLE 

North of the Merced River, Mariposa 
County's principal town is Coulterville, 
twice in its history the scene of a boom 
inspired by mining activity, now a quiet 
little village of perhaps a hundred souls, 
serving farmers and prospectors in the 
surrounding mountains. Coulterville was 
an active camp in the sixties and seventies. 
‘Then the mines ceased to pay under the 
prevailing system of working ores, and 
the town dwindled away to a population 
of a few hundred until the middle nine- 
ties, when another big mining revival 
brought about an attempt to work the 
low grade ores on a big scale. But this 
effort, which was apparently more of a 
stock-selling than a legitimate mining 
scheme, was eventually abandoned. The 
great Coulterville treasure vault has in 
the opinion of mining experts scarcely 
been touched. Some day it will be opened 
up again, with modern electrically- 
operated machinery. Coulterville waits 
patiently for that day. 


A Dream of Years Comes True 


Efforts to Complete Merced Irrigation Project Finally Realized. Bonds 
Sold and Work Started. 


the Exchequer dam on July 28, 

within one week from the date con- 
tracts were signed for its construction. 
Nothing now stands in the way of com- 
pletion of the Merced Irrigation District 
works to provide water for the irrigation 
of 180,000 acres. 


Following nearly four years of negotia- 
tions, setbacks and disappointments, which 
at times threatened to wreck the project, 
the final realization of the dream of years, 
was made possible July 23 by the sale of 
$9,010,000 in bonds to a syndicate of 
twelve California bankers and bond houses. 
'This year with its accompanying drought 
emphasized the wisdom of the Merced 
irrigationists in consumating their project. 

The Merced Irrigation District of 
181,920 acres was formed in 1919 under 
preliminary plans completed January 18, 
1921, by J. D. Galloway, engineer. The 
plans provided for the purchase of the 
existing irrigation works of the Crocker- 
Huffman Land & Water Company cover- 
ing approximately 100,000 acres, and con- 
sisting of three hundred miles of canals 
and the Lake Yosemite reservoir seven 
miles east of Merced; the erection of the 
Exchequer dam and power house, the con- 
struction of 200 miles of additional canals; 
and the relocation of the Yosemite Valley 
Railroad above the level of the Exchequer 
reservoir. A bond issue of $12,000,000 
was voted November 22, 1921, for the 
work. 


Fs hundred men were at work on 


FOUNDATIONS POURED 


Foundations for the dam at Exchequer 
were poured during August, 1923, 11,000 
cubic yards of concrete being placed in the 
bed of the river during the low water 
period. 

Shortly after work was begun it was 
realized that the original bond issue did 
not provide sufficient money to complete 
the project. An additional issue of 
$3,250,000 in bonds was voted March 31, 
1924, on recommendation of Chief Engi- 
neer R. V. Meikle and A. J. Wiley, con- 
sulting engineer, making the total bonded 
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indebtedness of the district $15,250,000. 

The Crocker-Huffman system was pur- 
chased January 18, 1922, at an agreed 
price of $2,250,000, and work was at 
once started on the new canal system. 

TO BE COMPLETED IN 1926 

Contracts for the construction of the 
dam were awarded to Bent Brothers of 
Los Angeles at a cost of $2,257,000, the 
district to supply the cement, which is 
estimated. to cost approximately $1,000,000. 
Substantial additional costs are involved 
in the purchase of property under reservoir 
site. А modern camp has been constructed 
at Exchequer designed to take care of 500 
men. An amusement hall, ice plant, water 
system, hospital, and cottages for men with 
families are features of the camp. It is 
expected the dam will be far enough along 
to impound the flood waters of the 
1925-26 rainy season, ready to supply 
water for irrigation of the entire district 
in 1926. 

The Exchequer dam located on the 
Merced River 31 miles northeast of the 
city of Merced, will be arch gravity type, 
one of the highest in the world, 325 feet 
from stream bed to crest. It will be 900 
feet in length at the top and 100 feet at 
the bottom. The thickness at the base is 
210 feet, tapering to a thickness of 12 feet 
at the crest. A flare at the top will pro- 
vide a 16-foot roadway. The dam will 
be of solid concrete and will contain 
380,000 cubic yards. Two spillways will 
be provided, one at each end of the dam. 


Bent Bros. camp is a hive of activity. 


Engineer's sketch of completed Exchequer Dam and power 
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house, drawn on photograph of site. Spillways are shown / 
it each end of dam. Е a " 
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POWER DEVELOPMENT 


Utilization of the stored water for 
generating electric power has been pro- 
vided for. The power house will be 
located directly against the dam in the 
center, with a 30-foot spillway on each 
side. The power house building will be 
120 by 110 feet and 50 feet high. It will 
house a single turbine unit driving a 
25,000-kilowatt generator. The power 
from this plant will be sold to the San 
Joaquin Light & Power Corporation for 
distribution over the companv's lines. It 
is estimated that the revenue to be derived 
from this source will yield the district an 
income of $540,000 per year. 


LAKE 14 MILES LONG 
'The dam will impound 282,000 acre 


feet of water forming a lake 14 miles long. 
'This is sufficient to cover the entire dis- 
trict 314 feet deep with water, the prob- 
able amount needed each year for irriga- 
tion. It is estimated that the dam will 
cost $3,903,000, while the power house 
will cost $1,267,000. 

'The cost of the distributing system, 
including operating buildings and tele- 
phone lines, is estimated at $5,000,000. 
'The district has expended $2,213,000 in 
the new canals and structures. This work 
has been carried on since 1922 and at 
present there are 275 miles of new canals 
for which two million cubic yards of 
excavation were necessary. More than one 
and one-half million board feet of lumber 
have been placed in the canals, and 6,000 
yards of concrete poured. Nearly two 
miles of metallic flume have been erected, 
seven miles of concrete pipe laid, and 1,300 
feet of tunnel driven. About 600,000 
square feet of concrete lining has been 
placed in the old canals. When the sys- 
tem is completed it is planned to supply 
water to each quarter section of land under 
the irrigation district. 


RAILROAD TO BE RAISED 


'The present roadbed of the Yosemite 
Valley Railroad at Exchequer will be 
under 250 feet of water when the reservoir 
is filled. The work of relocating 17 miles 
of the railroad to a level above the reser- 
voir was awarded under contract to F. 
Rolandi of San Francisco, who has a crew 
of 200 men on the job at Exchequer, where 
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New railroad station at Exchequer, center of Be 
Brothers construction camp. 
tunneling will begin. Five camps will | 
established at convenient points to push t! 
work to completion before the concre 
work on the dam rises above the prese 
railroad. Four tunnels will be built f 
the new railroad, having a total length 
3,617 feet, the first being 551 feet lo: 
the second 953 feet, the third 1,673 fe 
and the last 440 feet. The new line м 
start a short distance above Merced Fa 
travel four miles along the north s 
where the tunnels are to be located, cx 
the reservoir at Pleasant Valley and rej 
the present line at a point above Detwi 


THREE DRAINAGE DISTRICTS 


The Merced Irrigation District. 
cludes three" drainage districts provid 
drainage for about 5,000 acres. These 
tricts were ың prior to the irriga 
district, the works consisting of 35 « 
well pumps havin a total capacity of 
second feet. This\water is pumped 
the canals for irrigation. 

; The estimated cost\of не dam, px 
ouse, distributing system, drainage Sy 
and relocation s railro! is $14,815 
Other costs including casfjay ment * 
railroad for indemnity, pur? 

for reservoir purposes, and оў 

interest charges during cons 

bring the total cost to - 
$15,500,000. ; 

The officers are C. E. Ko 
H. P. Sargent, secretary; t 
assessor-collector; R. J. М 
urer; D. L. Roberts, audito? 
consulting engineer; В. V 
engineer and general п 
White, resident engineer; 
Cowell, attorney. 


AucusT, 1924 


MERCED COURTHOUSE ONCE 
FINEST IN THE VALLEY 


The Legislature of 1873-74 passed ап 
act authorizing the county of Merced to 
issue bonds for the purpose of erecting a 
courthouse, in an amount not exceeding 
$75,000. 

The corner-stone of the new building 
was laid July 7, 1874, under the auspices 
of the Grand Lodge of California, Free 
and Accepted Masons, the exercises being 
participated by various secret societies and 
citizens generally. Hon. P. D. Wiggin- 
ton addressed the assemblage, and Hon. J. 
W. Robertson delivered an historical 
review of the county's progress. "The fes- 
tivities were crowned by a grand ball held 
in the evening at the Hotel El Capitan. 

'The building was dedicated on the 8th 
of May, 1875, with appropriate ceremon- 
ies. In its day it was the handsomest 
building in the San Joaquin Valley. 


THE NAME "MERCED" IS 
OF SPANISH ORIGIN 


The name "Merced," as applied to the 
river, and afterwards to the county, is 
said to have been conferred by Lieutenant 
Moraga of the Mexican army about 1835. 
With a company of soldiers, he was sent 
from the Presidio at San Francisco in pur- 
suit of a band of marauding Indians. They 
crossed the San Joaquin River near the 
mouth of the Tuolumne, and proceeded 
thence in a southeasterly direction across 
the arid plains under the hot summer sun. 
Without water during the entire journey 
of forty miles, they reached a cooling 
stream which seemed to them a vertiable 
river of mercy. They gave the stream the 
name—"El Rio de la Merced,"— The 
River of Mercy. 


PRACTICALLY ALL MERCED 
COUNTY IS FARMING LAND 

Merced County covers an area of 
1,276,800 acres, of which the 1920 United 
States Census Bureau classed 1,122,550 
acres as farming land. Approximately 
506,000 acres was the estimated area in 
improved farm lands in 1920, of which 
212,000 acres were irrigated. 

There are now approximately 4,000 
irrigated farms in Merced County. 


Google 


15 


PRE-COOLING DECIDUOUS 
FRUIT FOUND PROFITABLE 


A system of pre-cooling citrus fruit for 
shipment in refrigerator cars has been in 
use with considerable success during the . 
past few years in Southern California 
orange packing plants, but it is only re- 
cently that pre-cooling has been used in 
shipments of deciduous fruits, lettuce and 
melons, says Forbes for July. 

The method is simplicity itself. Air at 
a low temperature is forced by а huge 
fan through the rooms where the fruit is 
placed upon being brought from the 
orchard. The effect is a sudden lowering 
of the temperature of the fruit to the 
desired point. Thus decay germs have 
no time to begin work, and the various 
oils given off by the fruit, which have a 
tendency to spoil it, are driven off. When 
placed in iced cars it is at a lower tempera- 
ture even than the refrigerator cars and 
can make the journey without re-icing, 
thereby effecting a considerable saving. 
If desired, the fruit when pre-cooled can 
simply be transferred to cold storage 
rooms and left for a number of days 
before shipping. 


A 
MESSAGE 
to those who are helping make 
this business a success 


THE FINAL 
JUDGMENT 


of an institution is 
determined by the 
character of the 


Service it renders. 
Let us bear in mind 
that the reputation 
of this concern is in 
the hands of those 
who serve our cus- 
tomers. 


A. EMORY WISHON 


GENERAL MANAGER 


Right.—Merced Hotel in 
the business center of the city. 
This modern hotel is heated 
and lighted electrically. 


Below—New Merced 
Union High School erected 
at a cost of $200,000, has a 


fine gymnasium, auditorium. 
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A bove.—Central Pres- 
byterian Church in the 
heart of a beautiful 
residential district. 


Right.—Merced Street 
presents a busy scene al- 
most any time of the 
day. Hotel El Capitan, 
on the left, is a popular 
headquarters for tour- 
ists. 


Center.—dirplane 
view of Merced. Below 
is a glimpse of the pic- 
furesque courthouse. 
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Left.—John Muir Gram- 
mar School, one of four fine 
grammar schools in the city 
of Merced. 


Below.—Our Lady of 
Mercy Catholic Church, one 
of seven church buildings in 
the city of Merced. 


Above.—Mercy hospi- 
tal, recently constructed 
at a cost of $65,000, is 
one of the most mod- 
ern and complete hos- 
pitals in the state. It 
is electrically equipped 
throughout for heating, 
lighting and cooking. 


Left—Merced City 
Administration Building 
in which are all the city 
offices and an efficient 
fire department. 
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NOTICE TO STOCKHOLDERS—It is the desire of 
San Joaquin Power that stockholders should receive this 


magazine without charge. It is assumed that one copy 
of the magazine will be sufficient for each family. Jf 
more than one copy is coming to уоп or your family, 
will you kindly notifr us so that we may cancel from 
our lists extra copies not needed. 


Address all communications, 
Magazine, Fresno, Calif. 


AL C. Joy - - Editor and Manager 
SYDNEY W. Green - Associate Editor 


San Joaquin Power 


Subscription - - - - $1.00 Per Year 
Single Copies - - - - - - 10 Cents 
Vor. VI August, 1924 No. 8 


MERCED DISTRICT 


Our Merced district is another agricul- 
tural empire in making. It has progressed 
tremendously in the last few years, very 
largely as the result of our making elec- 
tricity available for the development of 
farms. Now Merced is constructing a 
great reservoir, and will soon have a tre- 
mendous supply of water for gravity 
irrigation. ‘Thousands of acres of splen- 
didly-productive land will be brought 
under cultivation, and Merced will rush 
along to a long-delayed prosperity. 


MINORITY POLITICS 


The primary election furnished an inter- 
esting if discouraging commentary on the 
public apathy toward politics. Columns of 
space had been used by the newspapers in 
discussing issues and candidates. High- 
ways and byways were placarded with 
candidates’ announcements. Scores of 
public meetings were held, thousands of 
hands were shaken, thousands of dollars 
were spent, and street corners buzzed for 
hours each day with political gossip, 
speculation and prediction. 

The grand result was that about 40 per 
cent of the registered voters took sufficient 
interest to go to the polls and cast their 
ballots. The candidate who won by a 
majority at this election is the choice of 
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about 21 per cent of all the qualified 
electors. 

This apathy is by no means a local con- 
dition. In 1920 but little more than half 
the registered vote was cast for president. 
Not one United States Senator elected in 
1922 received half the registered vote. In 
Michigan a 31 per cent vote was cast, and 
the majority of this vote obtained by the 
Successful candidate represented but 16 
per cent of the registration. 

In Los Angeles last year at a special 
election a representative to Congress was 
chosen by just 10.9 per cent of the eligible 
voters. а 

Between elections we wail over the 
inefficiency of government. Yet we do 
not even vote to correct the evil. We fear 
the radicals, who always vote, yet we give 
them, a busy minority, the opportunity to 
place our most sacred institutions of gov- 
ernment in jeopardy by our own failure 
in one of the most important duties of 
citizenship. We are caught in the net of 
fancy and meaningless phrases, which we 
confuse with issues. We are won by the 
glib glad-handers who may have no quali- 
fication for office, and reject the qualified 
man whose modesty or diffidence keeps 
him from being an impressive campaigner. 

Perhaps our vote is really representative. 
If every eligible voter did his duty, the 
result might still be the same. But it is 
a sad reflection on the value our people 
put upon their citizenship that public 
measures and public men are after all 
merely representative of minorities. 


WORK AND INCENTIVE 


Public ownership and operation of 
utilities is a step toward socialism, and has 
in it socialism’s fundamental weakness. It 
holds out no promise of individual reward, 
and therefore it has no incentive for effi- 
ciency. 

Public employees are of two kinds. 
They are either political, and therefore 
subject to eviction from their jobs at the 
next election: or civil service, and there- 
fore riveted to their jobs for life as long 
as they are not grossly incompetent. In 
either case, there is no hope of advance- 
ment. The civil service employee knows 
definitely how much he can make on each 
job, and he usually has to wait for some- 
body to die before he can get promoted. 
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Why should he worry or exert himself? 

He doesn't have to be courteous, and he 
usually isn't; he doesn't have to be ambi- 
tious; he doesn't need to exert himself, or 
to keep in touch with new ideas. The 
same man working for a private concern 
would either show himself an efficient, 
interested, ambitious employee, or some- 
body else would have his job. 

'The political employees are even worse. 
"They are rarely expected to know anything 
about the particular work. They are 
merely reaping the reward for faithful 
service in behalf of some office-holder dur- 
ing the campaign. Їп other words, they 
are part of the "machine" for political 
control that is always built at the public's 
expense around any publicly owned pro- 
ject. 

Industry in America has made tremen- 
dous strides, but it has not made them by 
any loafing on the job. How far would 
America have progressed if all her basic 
industries had been publicly owned and 
operated ? 


DINUBA DISTRICT NEXT 

'This is the height of the raisin season. 
'The raisin industry is the big industry in 
several of our districts. Perhaps in no 
other district is it more preponderantly 
important than in Dinuba. To this rich 
and progressive farming district the next 
issue of San Joaquin Power Magazine will 
therefore be devoted. 


BAKERSFIELD AGAIN HAS 
NO ACCIDENT MONTH 


V. L. Mickleberry, chairman of the 
Bakersfield General Accident Prevention 
Committee, covering the gas, electrical 
operation, electrical construction, garage 
and railway departments, reports that no 
employee of any of those departments has 
received injury during the month. 

'This means that another “Мо accident" 
month has been recorded for this com- 
mittee. 

At the same time the committee received 
a report from the San Joaquin Local 
Committee stating that they had one acci- 
dent during the month but that "from now 
on, we are out after a record." 

'The Central Accident Prevention Com- 
mittee hopes that San Joaquin will make 
its record, and go on through the rest of 
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this year without a single accident, and 
that Bakersfield, too, will continue to 
report "no accidents." 

In one San Joaquin Power district, a 
single track tramway used for hoisting 
transformers was partly dismantled dur- 
ing construction, one end of the tramway 
being removed. 

A transformer was hoisted wjth the 
chain tackle hung on the rolling carrier. 
One of the crew gave the transformer a 
push, rolling it off the end of the track. 
The carrier and chain tackle struck a 
fellow employee on the back. 

The man who shoved the transformer 
was not hurt but his buddy was. He did 
not think or he would not have done it. 

And the fellow who took away the end 
of the track, leaving it without a clamp 
or block did not think. 


FIRST-AID TRAINING USED 
ON ACCIDENT VICTIMS 


On Tuesday afternoon, July 8, Wm. R. 
Dillinger a Corcoran District employee 
was traveling by stage from Santa Barbara 
to Paso Robles, when about five miles 
south of Atascadero there was an accident 
caused by a Ford trying to pass another 
Ford going at a high rate of speed. The 
driver of one car apparently lost control 
of his machine and after the car swerved 
around the highway a couple of times, it 
rolled over twice and landed in the ditch. 

The stage driver and Mr. Dillinger, 


upon reaching the scene of the accident, 


immediately jumped out and helped to 
remove a man and woman who were the 
occupants of this car. 

On examination they found that the 
man had received three broken ribs, 
broken collar bone, dislocated right knee. 
a large bruise on the side of his head. The 
lady had her left ear cut off and a deep 
gash in her throat and was suffering from 
arterial bleeding. Mr. Dillinger applied 
first aid treatment to the lady and suc- 
ceeded in stopping the flow of blood by 
applying a tourniquet and then assisted in 
fixing the man up so that it was possible 
to remove him to a hospital at Atascadero. 

It was particularly fortunate that Mr. 
Dillinger and the stage driver had some 
training in first aid work, so that they 
were in a position to render first aid treat- 
ment. 


Around the Loop 


Bits of News and Gossip From District Managers’ Reports and District 
Reporters' Notes. 


BAKERSFIELD 
ALBERTA LEACH, Reporter. 


Stock! Stock! Stock! Nothin’ else but! We 
can’t ssop talking about it. Is it any wonder 
that we put it over on Fresno when Harvey 
Nesbit and D. L. Wishon spent their vacations 
selling stock? 

Frank Suters and John Ryan, traveling audi- 
tors for the company, have been spending sev- 
eral weeks in the Bakersfield District. 

Anna De Courcy, Violet Chidgey and Theresa 
Kelley spent their vacations in the South and 
at the beaches. 

M. E. Newlin paid us a visit during the 
month and incidentally gathered a few valuable 
pointers along the lines of stock salesmanship. 

The last we heard of Bess Johnston she was 
en route to Medford, Oregon. Oh! No, she's 
coming back, she went with her mama and papa. 

Evelyn Riggs must have had a wonderful 
vacation from the looks of the smile that won't 
rub off. 

We have two more names on the casualty 
list: Lorena Love became the bride of Wm. B. 
Stannard on September 10, and just three days 
later on September 13, Vyvian Mae Haeffner 
became the bride of Benjamin Prichard. Suc- 
cessors have been appointed for these vacancies, 
but we are wondering who is next to contract 
this contagious disease. 

Old friends from far away never really for- 
get the "San Joaquin Family." Mrs. Earl Crae- 
mer (formerly Birdie Byreeum) of New Mexico 
recently paid the office bunch a little call. 

S. B. Patterson was among the visitors from 
the Fresno District office during the month. 

Clarence Howard has left the ranks of bache- 
lorhood. On August 31, he was married to Miss 
Amelia Hart of East Bakersfield. The newly- 
weds are enjoying a Southern California honey- 
moon. The office bunch gave Clarence a con- 
fetti and rice shower amidst best wishes for his 
happiness. They will be at home to their 
friends after September 15. 

F. B. Tarpley spent his annual vacation at 
Los Gatos. 

George Harris, hardy mountaineer, is vaca- 
tioning in the upper regions. He didn't leave 
his address and we are wondering if he meant 
the Alps or the Canadian Rockies. 

Madeline App is filling the vacancy left by 
Vyvian Mae Haeffner. 

On Tuesday, September 2, the K. V. A. Club 
held a special business meeting. The new 
officers performed nicely and the meeting had 
snap. Our new president, A. Y. Meudell, has 
started things going and, from now on, the 
K. V. A. Club will go on record in future his- 
tory. 

Liston Powell and Jimmy Kastle spent their 
vacations in San Francisco and vicinity. 

Chloris Bender, clerk in the store department, 
has just returned from two weeks’ vacation at 
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the beach and the Santa Barbara Mountains. 
The mountain air seemed to agree with “Scoot- 
chie" because she flits about like a birdie and 
doesn't seem to want to LITE! 

Ethel Bikerdike reports an ideal vacation 
spent in San Jose, San Francisco and vicinity. 


STEAM PLANT 


New cooling towers at the Bakersfield Stearn 
Plant are now completed and in service. W. Н. 
Gilstrap, who had charge of erecting the 
towers, left for Fresno to take charge of another 
job in the northern district. 

The boys at the Bakersfield Steam Plant were 
sweetened up a bit on August 27, when they 
received a large box of grapes from Bill Cross 
at the Weedpatch substation. 

H. L. LeBlance, handyman at the Bakersfield 
Steam Plant, is the proud father of a seven- 
pound girl. This is the first child in the 
LeBlanc family. 

C. T. Copper, clerk for A. Y. Meudell, left 
August 14 for the bedside of his sick mother 
in Detroit, Michigan. He later wired his resig- 
nation. 

Those on vacations during the month of 
August were: А. J. Crum, T. J. Hart, А! 
Stewman and Chas. Tietz. 

Some of the crack marksmen at the Steam 
Plant are planning a dove feed—we expect to 
hear some wild tales of how they could, but 
why they didn't, get the limit. 

G. B. Clark has filled the vacancy left bv 
C. T. Copper, who was recently called East. 

M. L. Crum made a very interesting talk at 
the last meeting of the Bakersfield Booster Club. 
He spoke on the power shortage throughout the 
state and what steam plants mean to the critical 
situation. : 


MERCED DISTRICT 

LurLLA Е. Hayes, Reporter 
Some of the answers received to the reporter's 
request for news items. 
single thing, really. 


"[ don't know of a 
“Well, let me see, didn't 
John Doe take his vaca- 
tion last month, of 
course, I don't know 
where he went but 1 
see he is back on the 
j job" and, “1 know a lot 
of items but it wouldn't 
do to put them in print." 
Poor long-suffering re- 
porters! And then when 
the magazine is pub- 
lished, "Where's our 
news this month?" “What's the matter with 
Tillie, falling down on the job?" Now this 
isn't a plea for sympathy, but, if you want to 
see your district well represented in the maga- 
zine, turn in some news. 

Now that the stock campaign is over, Merced 
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“I don't know a single 
thing, really." 


Avcvusr, 1924 


is booked for a big dinner party. At the begin- 
ning of the campaign the entire organization 
was divided into four teams and it was agreed 
that the two teams selling the most stock should 
be the guests of the two losing team at a bang- 
up dinner. The big event will soon take place 
although, to date, the winners have not been 
announced. 

W. L. Blake and family, returned August 24 
from a two weeks' vacation in Santa Cruz. 
This resort seems to be decidedly popular with 
San Joaquin employees, judging from vacation 
accounts. 

The Merced Power Club held a business 
meeting Monday evening, August 25. The main 
event of the evening was the collection of dues. 
The matter of a weinie roast was taken up. 
However, a call for bids on the hot dogs will 
not be published until a later date. 

On August 20, two dusty travelers marched 
into the construction office, put on their hooks 
and announced they were ready to go to work. 
'They are J. A. O'Brien and B. M. Lane. Evi- 
dently the Texas long horns didn't look quite as 
good as they used to and now Joe and Ben are 
back on the job singing “California, Here I 
Come." 

R. Casad and family motored to San Fran- 
cisco on the evening of August 22, returning 
August 25. 

A number of changes have been made in the 
line-up of the Merced office force recently. 
W. H. Gardner, clerk, left us to accept a posi- 
tion with the Merced Irrigation District and we 
all wish Bill much success in his new under- 
taking. М. A. Wood, our former cashier, 
heaved a sigh of relief as he took over Bill's 
job as he thinks now his face is going to have 
a rest from the perpetual smile with which he 
always met the public. His smile was bequeathed 
to Lorna Koehler as she stepped to the counter 
from her ledger which was turned over to 
Marie Wilson, formerly of the job and estimate 
department. The vacancy placed in the job and 
estimate department was filled by Lucille Bar- 
rett, a new addition to our force. 

А new substation is being installed at a point 
near the Exchequer Dam site from which power 
will be served to Bent Bros. in the construction 
of the dam and power house; also power will 
be transmitted from this point to two different 


Bent Brothers camp at Exchequer as it appeared four 
days after work was started. 
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locations for F. Rolandi who has the contract 
for relocating the Yosemite Valley Railroad. 
Е. Р. Crockett, line foreman, is in charge of 
this work and with a gang of six men it is esti- 
mated that the job will be completed in ten days. 

V. E. Foran, line foreman, just recently sold 
his Studebaker Light Six to C. C. Gaiser, our 
meter setter. We understand Foran’s new car 
is to be a Buick Coach although as we go to 
print this has not been confirmed. 

Frank Garbarino, service man at Livingston, 
just completed a most wonderful vacation. 
After spending a few days visiting relatives at 
Coulterville he took a camping trip along the 
coast stopping at Santa Cruz, Paso Robles, San 
Luis Obispo, Pismo and other points. The last 
three days he spent at Fresno. He reports hav- 
ing a wonderful time sightseeing, but glad to be 
back at his old job looking after the Livingston 
outside work. 


. WARE 
A. L. ANDERSON, Reporter. 


Elva Griffin returned from her vacation on 
September 2 and from the way she is wading 
into her work it looks as though she had a good 
rest. 

Kathryn Kean is back from her vacation 

spent with her mother at Long Beach. Kathryn 
certainly has a fondness for the beach for she 
reports having gone in swimming every morn- 
ing. 
Newell Walker was confined to his bed for 
several days with an attack of neuritis. He is 
back again but now he has something else 
wrong with his chin. We suspect that he is 
trying to raise a Jewish Vandyke. 

H. D. Nesbit has been a visitor in this dis- 
trict several times during the month. 

5. B. Patterson, general storekeeper, was here 
installing the new record system for supplies. 

Ola Carpenter will leave on her vacation 
September 6, expecting to spend some of the 
time in San Francisco. We all hope that she 
will have a pleasant vacation and come back 
fully rested. 

Eddy Ingersoll is back from his vacation 
spent up near San Jose. Eddy reports having 
had a splendid trip. 

Mrs. O. A. Kommers and son, Tommy, are 
leaving for the East to visit relatives. They 
will be gone about two months. 

A new ventilating system has recently been 
installed in our office. This is quite an im- 
provement and now the temperature is just 
about right. The installation consists of three 
sixteen-inch ventilating fans placed in the ceil- 
ing. 

Denny Dodson gang is finishing up work 
on the new street lights in Taft. Тһе 
installation of the ninety new street lights is a 
decided improvement over the old system. The 
old bracket system will be removed as soon as 
the new installation is completed. 

W. G. Berryhill is now confined in the West 
Side Hospital due to a fall from a pole. At this 
time we cannot report on his condition but sin- 
cerely hope that he will soon be out and hiking 
poles agin. 
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Lou Johnson was a visitor here in connection 
with his work on master meters. 

Bert Walford was a visitor here on his regu- 
lar inspection tour. Always glad to see you, 
Bert, but how about the oranges? 

Work on the new distribution system in Ford 
City is progressing rapidly. One section of the 
townsite is now wired up and ready for service. 

On section 31-30-25 a wholesale meter was 
installed for the Pacific Oil Company. 

A secondary line extension was run to the 
new school location at Tupman. 

Frank Howard’s gang is now building a new 
line to furnish power for a 75-horsepower drill- 
ing motor for the Frankel Orlof Oil Company. 
This line will be two and one-quarter miles in 
length and the longest span will be one thousand 
feet from one ridge to another. The well is 
located on section 25-11-24 outside of proven oil 
territory. If oil is discovered here, considerable 
new territory will probably be opened up. 

The California Oil Company at Lost Hills 
recently installed a new 15/3@ horsepower 
pumping motor. 

The Ruby Oil Company has placed with us 
an application for power to serve three 15/30 
horsepower pumping motors on section 1-12-23. 

Gilmore Oil Company has made application 
for power for a 12!4-horsepower motor to be 
used for compressing air. 


DINUBA 
BLANCHE WEDDLE, Reporter. 

On the evening of August 12, the Dinuba 
Power Club held a watermelon feed at Wahtoke 
Lake. The feed was attended by the Power 

Club members and their families. F. V. Boller 
` and M. E. Newlin of the Fresno office also 
joined us. Each member of the party reported 
a very good time. 

Vacations seem to be very popular in the 
Dinuba District, the following spending theirs 
at various places: J. Edwin Hammond, Santa 
Cruz; Harry Graves, Monterey; Earl Owens, 
Santa Cruz; Blanche Weddle, Oakland and 
down the coast to Los Angeles. 

On the 9th of August, Miller Henderson, our 
assistant district foreman, was transferred to 
Taft to act as district foreman. The Dinuba 
office force regret to see Miller leave, but con- 
gratulate him on his promotion. We hope that 
he will drop in and say "Hello" in the near 
future. 

During the month of August there were sev- 
eral changes made in the Dinuba District: 
Howard Magee, service man, was promoted to 
assistant district foreman to fill the vaacncy 
made by Miller Henderson; Walter Kennedy, 
meter reader, was promoted to service man, and 
Mack Wheat, truck driver, was taken from the 
truck and put on the service wagon as helper. 

August 30, Mr. and Mrs. Hazen G. Redfern 
and Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Weddle motored to 
the Pines to spend Labor Dav. 

The following officials from Fresno visited 
the Dinuba District during the month of August: 
E. R. Banks, Herb Minor, F. V. Boller, Doctor 
Mordoff, S. B. Patterson, A. Н. Coutch and W. 
J. Edwards. 

Hazen G. Redfern, our district manager, is 
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wearing a smile and we don’t blame him. The 
San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation has 
taken his Maxwell touring car away from him 
and presented him with a new Studebaker 
Light Six. We surely envy him, but we are of 
the opinion that he will take all of us for a 
ride in the near future. 


MADERA DISTRICT 
Grace PniLLiPs, Reporter. 


There have been several changes їп the 
Madera office during the past month. Mary 
DeChaine has left us and Grace Phillips is now 
doing Mr. Footman’s stenographic work, for- 
merly done by Miss DeChaine; Frances Clev- 
enger has been transferred to the position held 
by Miss Phillips; and Ralph Shupe, former 
storekeeper, is now in the main office as assis- 
tant to chief clerk, F. J. Hosler, while Gerald 
Thede is in charge of the stores department 
To complete the change even the desks were 
shifted to new positions. 

Those on the vacation list this month were 
J. E. Barrett, Edna Lewis and Grace Phillips. 
All went to the coast—Miss Lewis going to 
Santa Cruz and San Francisco, Miss Phillips to 
Santa Cruz and Ventura, and Mr. Barrett to 
points about the Bay. 

This last year we have been hearing a good 
deal about cotton in the San Joaquin Valley. 
3,218 acres are planted in Madera County. Now 
that it is getting near harvest time, C. D. Green, 
formerly of Arizona, has the material on the 
ground and is starting to assemble a two-stand 
gin to take care of the crop which is very good 
in this district. Тһе fact that so many acres 
were planted to cotton indicates that rapid 
strides are being made toward the diversifica- 
tion of farm products. 

At the regular luncheon of the Lion’s Club on 
August 20, G. V. Footman was chairman of the 
day. The main speaker was Al C. Joy who 
was accompanied to Madera by Harry Carroll. 
The table was decorated with 60,000 volt insula- 
tors converted into flower vases and a good 
supply of high voltage signs. The corn on the 
cob was served in 10,000-volt insulators. A 
past-president of the club took this as an excuse 
to exercise his prerogative and soaked Al Joy 
for ten smackers (by the way, the decorations 
also cost George Footman a $5.00 fine). Mr. 
Joy spoke on the “good old days,” the address 
being highly appreciated by all who had the 
opportunity of hearing it. Madera always 
enjoys a visit from Al Joy, especially when he 
comes to deliver a talk. 

The stores department was visited this month 
by H. Brandin, who was taking an inventory 
of stock. 

While H. G. Trethewey was reading meters 
this month in Chinatown he was attacked by a 
fierce dog. The only thing Mr. Tretheway had 
in hand was a long pair of pruning shears 
which he hurled at the animal. Trethewey 
says he can’t stand such a strenuous life so he is 
spending several days in the Chowchilla office 
to quiet his nerves. He is also grieving over 
the loss of a good pair of shears but declines 
to go back to look for them. 
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Grace Phillips spent the Labor Day week-end 
at Pacific Grove. 

Monday, September 1, B. H. Catching and 
family left for a two weeks’ vacation’ at Hun- 
tington Beach. Mr. Catching has just pur- 
chased a Light Six Studebaker car and plans to 
make good use of it while away. 

Robert DeChaine also started on his vacation 
September 1 and plans on a trip through North- 
ern California and as far north as Portland, 
Oregon, returning via the Coast Route. 

W. F. Crosson sneaked into the office the 
other morning minus one front tooth. Crosson, 
who is better known as the Junior Light Weight 
Champion, put on an exhibition at the Legion 
Hall the other night which resulted in the above 

mentioned tragedy. 
From the looks of 

things there will soon be 

no unmarried employees 

in this district. At a 

linen shower given Au- 

gust 27 at the home of 

Edna Lewis for Millie 

Gordon, who recently 

announced her betro- 

thal to Roy Carpenter, 
the announcement of the 
engagement of Mary 

DeChaine and William 
, Jones came as a great 


surprise to everyone 
present. We knew Mil- 
> lie was contemplating 


Mary DeChaine matrimony and now we 
understand why Bill Jones, line-foreman, has 
been going about lately kind of smiling to him- 
self and with a far-away expression in his eyes. 
The Jones-DeChaine wedding will probably be 
an event of early autumn. 


SELMA 


CASE & HENDERSON, Reporters. 


The name “Cottage Restaurant” will bring 
pleasant thoughts to the minds of all who are 
acquainted in Riverdale. Agents and traveling 
men are experts at arranging schedules which 
will allow them to join the crowds at Mrs. 
Craig’s, where 120 electrically cooked meals are 
served “family style” every day. We have the 
authority of line patrolmen and meter testers to 
claim this to be the finest eating establishment 
on the San Joaquin system. 

We have been favored with smokes on two 
occasions during the past month. M. H. Over- 
ton set 'em up on August 22 and E. Watson on 
the 26th. It seems that the male population 
increased in each instance. 

A. K. Dickson, Harry Grimes and Frank 
Edsall attended the Legion Convention at Santa 
Cruz. 

Walter Graham as consumers' service clerk 
at the counter is now a permanent fixture of 
the office. He has been connected with the 
meter and service departments for over six 
years where he has secured a knowledge of 
electricity, that will prove valuable in our 
efforts to serve. 

Information has just leaked out that a “hen 
party" (feminine of stag) was held at 2729 C 
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Street on the evening of August 23. Carl Fos- 
ter, who heads (?) the house at this location 
has established a complete alibi which shifts 
the responsibility to Ruth Foster, who, it seems, 
served a sumptuous repast and then presided at 
an informal discussion. . 

Al C. Joy, F. V. Boller and M. E. Newlin 
attended Farm Bureau meetings in this district 
during August. Mr. Joy spoke at Conejo and 
Mr. Newlin at Kingsburg. 

We wish to thank our fellow correspondents 
from Fresno and Dinuba for the high tribute 
which they paid us in the last issue of this maga- 
zine. We can think of no greater reward than 
to recommend to the powers that be, that the 
two in question shall be given speedy transfers 
to the district of their choice—Selma. 


FRESNO DISTRICT OFFICE 
G. L. VAN Buren, Reporter. 


There are sunburns and sunburns. But never 
before did we realize the extent to which the 
human face could be disfigured by any other 
than artificial 'means, until we gazed on the 
person of James G. Gleason, recently returned 
from a vacation with the most beautiful coat, 
vest and trousers of tan we have ever had the 
pleasure of viewing. Jim says when he got 
home and looked in the mirror he thought the 
mirror was dirty. А serious case of over 
exposure. x 

'To any who may doubt that a collector occa- 
sionally needs a vacation, we recite the follow- 
ing: A day or so ago the collection department 
received an envelope addressed to the Power 
Company containing a bill from the Gas Com- 
pany and a check made out to the Telephone 
Company. To make it thoroughly interesting, 
the check was not signed. Otherwise, every- 
thing was all right. Soon after receiving the 
envelope, Dan Legler of the collection depart- 
ment departed for parts unknown to take a 
much appreciated rest. 

G. J. Twigg, our handy-man-around-the- 
house, is leaving us. He will join his family 
at Yakima, Washington, where he has a busi- 
ness opportunity that he feels should not be 
passed up. We are sorry to see him leave. 

Paul B. Wilson, district manager, has re- 
turned from Portland, Oregon, where he spent 
a vacation with his family. The family did not 
return with him but plan to stay until about 
October 1. He made the trip in company with 
A. W. Zimmerman of Dairyland by auto and 
reports a beautiful journey. 

Miss Margaret Popp has resigned her place 
in the consumers! department to enter the em- 
ploy of the Fresno Fire department as the wife 
and manager of one of the department's mem- 
bers. A new home is being built for the newly- 
weds at 3851 Grant Avenue. 

Two new faces on the pay roll in the con- 
sumers’ department belong to Aubrey McBride 
and Vera Young. With all the weddings and 
things that are going on around here we have 
an awful time keeping up with the new recruits. 

Mrs. Marie Pedigo is leaving our organiza- 
tion. Her husband (Mr. Pedigo) has accepted 
a position with the firm of something-or-other 
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at San Francisco. He is to be the chief what- 
you-may call-'em. 

Mrs. Ruby Marley is also leaving. She will 
go to Long Beach where her husband (Mr. 
Marley) is staying for his health. 

Mrs. Harry Richardson is back from a vaca- 
tion spent at Southern beaches. She took ker 
husband (Mr. Richardson) with her but had a 
good time anyway. 

The following are going on their respective 
and respected vacations at time of going to 
press: Hazel Francis Moxsy, Geo. Washington 
Hayden, Edna Babbs, and Gene McLain. There 
are probably several others who are keeping 
the matter quiet. 


SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
BEVERLY OSBORNE, Reporter. 


George Taaffe stepped on a nail July 31 and 
punctured his foot. On account of his “flat 
tire” he was out of mischief as well as off duty 
for about five days. 

August is the month of celebrated birthdays. 
Jimmie Heaslett walked around with his back 
to the wall all day of the second and Cleo 
Thomas had to resort to the same method of 
protection or prevention, whichever you choose 
to call it, on the 4th of August. 

“Coyote” Bill Hebrard announced that he has 
a new baby boy who will be known as “Bob- 
cat" Bill. His real name is Kenneth LeRoy 
Hebrard. “Bobcat” is a good natured little fel- 
low, much better than his nickname implies. 

A. M. Hensley has been having considerable 
trouble with his eye lately, but with treatments 
every other day, he has felt more like himself 
of late. 

Vacations were enjoyed during the past 
month by L. H. Miller and family of Clovis, 
who took an automobile trip down the coast to 
Los Angeles; T. R. Newton, who visited Los 
Angeles and went on south to San Diego to зау 
“Howdy-do” to the sailor boys before he turned 
back to Fresno; J. P. McElroy and wife, who 
visited the beaches from Pismo to Long Beach: 
George Taaffe carried out the suggestion made 
by Dan Quinlivan and went to Crater Lake and 
Vancouver; and Jimmie Heaslet took the cruise 


with others of the California U. S. Naval Re-. 


serve from San Francisco to Catalina on the 
U. S. S. Hardship; while Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Richardson took an automobile trip along the 
southern coast, taking in Los Angeles, San 
Diego and Tia Juana. 

A postcard has just been received from 
A. Cuzen, San Joaquin Power painter, who is 
making a trip to Glasgow to visit his father 
and friends. Mr. Cuzen reports having had a 
fine trip across, and at the time of writing the 
card he was visiting the British Empire Exposi- 
tion at Wembley Park, London, England. 


GENERAL OFFICE 


Miss Alice E. Harcourt of 1365 Harris Ave- 
nue died very suddenly on August 14, following 
an operation for appendicitis. Miss Harcourt 
entered the employ of the company on June 6, 
1924, and worked for some time in the inspec- 
tion department. A few days before her death 
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she was transferred to the stenographic depart- 
ment. 

E. E. Smith of the general ledger department 
has left the employ of the company to return 
to his home in Texas. 

Mrs. Cora Gorman, assistant to O. D. Martin, 
met with a painful accident as she was starting 
to work on the morning of September 2. As 
she was leaving the porch of her home she 
slipped and fell, breaking her leg. Which 
means she will have a vacation for a while. 

Maybelle Maag of the construction depart- 
ment was confined to the Burnett Sanitarium 
and her home for several days, suffering from 
ptomaine poisoning. 

Vacations are still being taken, it seems. The 
Misses Clyda and Lura Weems and Olive Shook 
are enjoying a vacation in Mill Valley. Some 
of the others who are or have been away are 
Pauline Sims, Santa Cruz; Nyra Letchworth, 
Santa Cruz; Louis Bromm, Los Angeles; F. H. 
Pearson, Los Angeles; E. J. Crawford, Los 
Angeles; Margaret MacGillivray, Santa Cruz. 

Announcement of the marriage of Nell Scan- 
lon and F. ]. Woods was made too late for the 
last issue of the magazine. They were married 
on July 29 at Sacramento, but the news was not 
made known until they returned about the mid- 
dle of August. 


The following ingenuous note was received 
by E. C. Van Buren, collector for the Fresno 
City Water Company: 

“Dear Sirs: Susie (the horse) has returned. 
I don't know how long she will be here, but 
perhaps you had best add her to the water bill, 
—until further notice." 


A Message to Those 
Who are Helping Make 
This Business a Success 


E sow the 

seeds of con- 
fidence and good 
will when we ren- 
der to a customer 
the same quality of 
SERVICE we 
would expect if we 
stood in that cus- 
tomer's place. 


A. Emory WisHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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SUPPLIES DIVISION 
О. M. Simpson, Reporter. 
PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 


S. E. Hickman is back on the job after a two 
weeks' rest. 

Mrs. Mai Cook spent two weeks at Monterey 
and Pacific Grove enjoying the sea breezes. 
She reports the purchase of a cozy cottage in 
Pacific Grove. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Willey returned August 
15 from a trip through Oregon and Washington 
and as far north as Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia. 

With these the purchasing department reports 
that all vacations are over. 

Maud Ashley is still on the sick list. During 
her absence, her work is being taken care of by 
Mrs. Ramon Beebe, formerly Miss Peggy 
Staples. 

J. P. Shaw has left the company to accept a 
position in San Francisco. 

PRINT SHOP 


Vincent Cavalla is on his vacation, spending 
a week of it in Santa Cruz. The other week 
he will spend visiting his aunt in Alameda. 

There have been a number of visitors inspect- 
ing the plant this month. 

Oliver Coppin is the possessor of a brand new 
Ford Coupe. Red says it has a dandy pick-up. 
We wonder just what he means by that. 

STATIONERY 


Bob and Mrs. Martin have just returned from 
a vacation in Southern California. They stayed 
most of the time at Hotel Del Coronado, Coro- 
nado Beach. The trip was made in Bob's 
“light car of popular make." 

Ralph Hamlin is now in Salt Lake City, Utah, 
where he is visiting relatives and friends. This 
is Ralph's first visit to his old home town in 17 


years. His mother and brother accompanied 
him. No, the trip was not made in Ralph's 
coupe. 


“GENERAL WAREHOUSE 

T. H. Gibbs has just returned from an enjoy- 
able vacation trip to Long Beach, Venice, 
Redondo Beach, Pasadena and other points of 
interest. He is now ready for another year of 
work. 

W. G. Sullivan and family spent the first 
week of his vacation in Los Angeles and the 
Beaches. The second week will be spent back 
of Huntington Lake where he will leave his 
family and will pack back in search of deer. 

H. C. and Mrs. Hansen spent their vacation 
in San Francisco and vicinity. 

H. S. Gamlin spent his vacation around Lake 
Tahoe visiting his brother. He reports a won- 
derful hunting and fishing trip. 

Elmer Gates and family spent the Labor Day 
holiday in Santa Cruz and Monterey. 

W. J. Bush spent his vacation at home with 
a severe cold. 

‘The crew have been busy cutting up the cull 
poles and cross arms into fire wood and we 
now have a pile that would make a wood yard 
ashamed of itself. 

GARAGE 

F. G. Strain is now back at the garage after 

a week spent in and around Oakland. 
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Ted Keppler spent the Labor Day week-end 
at Cascada. 

Pete Duncan and Harry Reynolds drove over 
to Pismo over the recent holidays. They 
returned with a goodly supply of clams which 
they divided with the boys. 

Two new cars have been received by this 
department during August, one being for Al Joy 
of the publicity department and the other for 
Hazen Redfern of Dinuba. 

W. E. Wood and R. E. Davis hold the record 
for deer hunting stories. Recently the pair were 
strolling along the road in the vicinity of Goat 
Mountain near a Crane Valley Power house 
flume when they heard a noise in the flume. 
Investigation showed a four-point buck madly 
endeavoring to climb out of the steel flume. 
The boys secured a rope, a pole and a rifle and 
came back with enough venison to supply all 
their friends for a week. Who is next? This 
one would get the prize if the boys had given 
the deer a chance to run before shooting him. 


KERCKHOFF 
CLYDE W. Hart, Reporter. 


Hugo Dohse and family are enjoying a two 
weeks' vacation on the coast near Los Angeles. 

Mrs. R. L. Orr's father, whose home is in 
Louisiana, has been visiting here for several 
days. Mr. and Mrs. Orr took him to Grant's 
Park and he was greatly pleased with Cali- 
fornia's scenery. 

L. L. Miller is recovering from an operation 
performed while he was out on his four days 
relief this month. He is still in the ring but 
can't talk much. 

Kerckhoff employees did their duty on elec- 
tion day. We have a precinct established here, 
the polling place being at the Rest House, 
making it very convenient for us. 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Carter spent two days 
at Crane Valley last week. Carter came home 
with a real catch of bass, with some four pound- 
ers in the bunch, but of course he says the big 
one got away. 

K. G. Brandson and wife spent their four 
days relief in Fresno. 

B. H. Casebolt has just returned from San 
Francisco accompanied with a peach of a cold. 
Casey has been visiting his brother who lives 
there, but he will not explain how he got the 
cold. 

G. W. Wilson is trying to find out what the 
sad sea waves are saving at Long Beach where 
he just has just gone on his vacation. The bets 
are on whether he will return with a wife, a 
new car or just a bad case of sunburn. 

W. W. Goldsworthy has about worn down 
the hill the evenings of this week trying to 
convert Auberry residents into company stock- 
holders. Не reports some good prospects. 

J. S. Moulton of the Fresno office, accom- 
panied by two electrical engineers from Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa, paid us a visit recently. 
'They complimented us highly on the appearance 
of the plant and grounds. 

Clyde W. Hart is spending his four days with 
his parents who live near Visalia. (‘The gang 
savs he told them he was going to pick prunes). 
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Above.—Summit Lake on the divide be- 
tween the Kern River and Tule River 
watersheds. 

Center—This pump lifts 450 second 
feet of water 175 feet to the conduit of 
Tule River Power House where it is 
dropped 1,520 feet to the water wheels. 

Belosc-—F. R. McGeorge, Cyril Ray 
and the pack horse of C. E. Schnell. 
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SEARCHING FOR WATER ON 
TULE RIVER WATERSHEDS 


A survey of the watersheds of Tule River to 
discover additional sources of water was made 
during July by C. E. Schnell of the engineering 
department, and Е. R. McGeorge, superin- 
tendent of the Tule River Power House, accom- 
panied by Cecil Ray, helper. The expedition 
was successful in locating a lake having consid- 
erable water that could be run into the Tule 
River by means of a short ditch. The ditch 
was later opened by Superintendent McGeorge 
and representatives of the irrigation interests 
taking water from the Tule River. 

Three saddle horses and two pack horses 
were used by the party which took the trail 
leading from Camp Wishon to Balch Park. At 
an altitude of 6,000 feet a very fine group of 
giant sequoias was passed. The trail from 
Mountain home to Long Meadows brought the 
party to an elevation of 7,200 feet, flanked on 
one side by Maggie Mountain, 10,000 feet in 
elevation, and on the other side by Moses 
Mountain, 9,300 feet high. Fishing was excel- 
lent at this point while several deer were seen 
as well as tracks of bear. 


SAN JOAQUIN 


VELMA Price, Reporter. 

A very enjoyable party was given by the 
San Joaquin Power Club, Friday evening, 
August 22, when members, their wives and 
sweethearts motored to Fresno and through the 
kindness of V. R. Frazee (to whom we all 
extend our thanks) were shown through the 
new San Joaquin Power building. This was a 
great treat to us all. After two hours of won- 
derful sight-seeing, the party was then ushered 
to Estradas, where a banquet was waiting 
which was served in Spanish Style. And oh! 
Boy! those enchiladas and hot tamales, spha- 
ghetti and those old Spanish beans. 

The First Aid Team has staged two perform: 
ances at the James Ranch Theatre during the 
last two weeks. 

The office girls, Elsie Olson and Velma Price, 
have taken it upon themselves to help take the 
place of the first-aid crew while they are 
attending the state contest at Riverdale. This 
being the case, the main office help (which was 
so willingly offered) will not be necessary, but 
we thank you for your kindness in wanting to 
help us out. 

Art Anderson and party spent the week-end 
hunting in the Coast Range Mountains. Reports 
are that he brought back a deer, but you can’t 
prove it by us, as we didn’t see or taste any 
of it. 

Fred Holland and party made two trips in 
the last three weeks to General Grant Park and 
Kings River Canyon. Holland says the Canyon 
is the place to spend your spare time. 

The vacationists are R. H. Smith and Harry 
Hollingsworth. Smith is sightseeing at Mon- 
terey and Hollingsworth is at his home in San 
Joaquin. 

E. G. Stahl has just returned from his vaca- 
tion. To you, E. G., we all extend our sympa- 
thy, and hope the next time you have a vacation 


Google 


27 


you will not be sick. Without much pep, he and 
his wife motored from Los Angeles to San Diego 
and drove back the Coast Route, camping out 
a week in Big Basin. San Joaquin looks pretty 
good some times, eh? 

G. A. Reed comes back with a long story, but 
no fish. “АП kinds but hard to get hold of in 
Kings River. Better luck next time, I hope.” 

The people enjoying the Labor day holidays 
were as follows and at the following places: 
P. G. Slingsby and family, Pacific Grove and 
Monterey,—fishing was fine, the Mrs. made the 
largest haul; G. A. Reed, Firebaugh and Dos 
Palos; Elsie Olson, Watsonville and taking in 
the Seventeen Mile Drive; J. B. Turner and 
family, Santa Maria, leaving his wife and son 
there, and stopping at Parkfield for a hunt; 
Fred Holland, Trimmer Springs; Marshall 
Johnson, Trimmer Springs; Velma Price, visit- 
ing in Fresno, Sanger and Reedley; L. F. Gib- 
son and family, Los Angeles and vicinity, and 
as this being the beginning of his vacation he 
did not return; E. C. Johnson started for the 
World's Fair in Oregon, but after getting as far 
as Fresno decided that he was a year too early, 
and was here for work Tuesday morning. 


LOS BANOS 
E. A. Trant, Reporter. 


Among the visitors from Fresno during the 
month of August were: Gaskell S. Jacobs, con- 
sulting engineer; S. W. Green, publicity depart- 
ment; F. V. Boller, assistant manager commer- 
cial department; C. F. Gilcrest, meter depart- 
ment; Herb Minor, operating department; H. 
M. Kalb, telephone engineer. 

O. M. Patten, district foreman, is sporting a 
new Chevrolet four passenger coupe these days, 
and is at present trying to see how many miles 
he can get out of it during his two weeks’ 
vacation. 

Eva Ellis enjoyed a week's vacation at home 
this month. 

E. A. Trant is again back on the job after 
being absent a week enjoying a vacation. 

A. N. Bentley, serviceman, attended the 
American Legion convention at Santa Cruz. He 
reports that the Legion has a great program 
outlined for the coming year. 

O. I. Burdick and E. J. Matthewson have 
just completed the testing of meters in this dis- 
trict. We are sorry to see them leave as their 
visit was very pleasant. 

We wish to congratulate both Bakersfield 
and Fresno on their fine showing in the Prior 
Preferred League. Los Banos tried hard but 
the *Dependables" were too strong for us. 


SELMA DISTRICT 
Howard Н. Younc, District Manager. 


The picking of the 1924 crop of raisin grapes 
is now in full sway, and, from all indications, 
there will be a short crop which will prove a 
distinct benefit to the entire raisin industry. 
This condition can be attributed only to dry 
weather conditions and goes to show the value 
of proper irrigation. 

The local Raisin Association plants at Selma, 
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Fowler, Kingsburg and Monmouth are all busy 
disposing of 1923 raisins. Many shipments are 
leaving the houses packed in the new paper 
bags and barrels. The Selma plant alone aver- 
aged 30 cars of raisins shipped during each 
week in August. 


The recent price announcement of the Sun- 
Maid Growers has done much to dispel the 
cloud of gloom that has hung over the San 
Joaquin Valley ranchers and business men in 
general, and while the proposed advance for 
1924 crop is small and not entirely satisfactory 
as far as price is concerned, still, it indicates 
that the raisin industry is finally on a sound 
business and financial basis and that the larg- 
est crop of raisins in the state's history has been 
moved at a profit to the grower. 

Our largest local industry, the Libby, McNeil 
& Libby cannery, is still operating at a 100 per 
cent capacity, and is turning out the largest 
shipment of canned peaches in its history. Be- 
tween 35 and 40 carloads of this product were 
shipped during August, and on August 27, 165,- 
000 cans of peaches were packed, being the 
largest single day's work since their establish- 
ment in Selma. Eight hundred persons are on 
the payroll at this time. The plant is operated 
by electricity, using 28775 horsepower. 

During the month of August, meters were set 
to serve 18 agricultural power consumers for 
202% horsepower. These consumers all repre- 
sent services that were rendered in June but 
did not accept actual service until a later date. 
A. T. Lewis and E. A. Pineo, near Riverdale, 
were served with electric ranges and water 
heaters, while W. L. Giffen of Raisin City was 
served with an electric range in addition to his 
lighting installation. These services, as power 
consumers added, were applications to whom 
lines were constructed prior to July but for one 
reason or another did not accept actual service 
until later. 

'The new 12-inch water well at our pumping 
location No. 5, at Selma, is completed and on 
the line. It is drilled to a depth of 245 feet and 
is capable of furnishing 1,600 gallons per 
minute. This well makes three wells that are 
connected to the centrifugal pump and 75-horse- 
power motor at pumping station No. 5, and at 
present more water is available than the mains 
can accommodate. This condition will be 
relieved immediately upon completion of the 
contemplated large water mains in this vicinity. 
'The pump at pumping station No. 1, located at 
the San Joaquin Light and Power Corporation 
office building, is now being changed, the 
35-horsepower motor being replaced by a 
50-horsepower motor. When these changes 
have all been completed it will be possible to 
deliver 2,000 gallons of water per minute any 
place within the business district of Selma. 

During the month of August, 16 applications 
for new service were received for 70 horse- 
power of agricultural pumping load, 16 kilo- 
watts of cooking and heating, and seven lighting 
installations, all being placed on our priority 
list to receive service when the water shortage 
is relieved. 


» Google 


SAN Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


MADERA DISTRICT 
J. E. Barrett, District Manager. 


General conditions seem to show still further 
improvement over last month. Fruit seems to 
be moving nicely without any shortage of cars 
and there seems to be more money in circulation 
than during the past month. 

From the Southern Pacific freight depot at 
Madera, 116 cars of grapes, five cars of mixed 
fruit, ten cars of peaches, one car of plums, 
four cars of Persian melons, 13 cars of water- 
melons and two cars of dried peaches were 
shipped. This shows a slight increase over the 
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POPULAR PRICE RAISIN PACK. 
This new package of raisins is the latest Sun-Maid 


pack and is designed to meet a demand from house- 
wives who use raisins in large quantities. Fach paek- 
age contains 4 pounds and is sold at 50 cents. 


LIFORNIA 
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previous month. "These figures are for ship- 
ments out of Madera yards only and do not 
include shipments from Chowchilla or other 
sidings in the Madera District. 

The cotton crop is approaching maturity and 
we are preparing to serve a two-stand gin 
located on the highway in Madera. "This will 
be a 50-horsepower installation. The owners 
of the gin are planning on ginning about two 
thousand bales for the season. 

During the month, six prospects cards were 
made out, representing 157!4 horsepower in 
motors and 4 kilowatts in lights. Of the above 
prospects and those previously reported, we 
have closed for 330 horsepower in motors and 
one kilowatt in lights. New business actually 
connected during the month include 8 kilowatts 
in lights, 25 horsepower in industrial power and 
11 horsepower for agriculture. 

We have several letters on hand in which 
consumers have expressed their satisfaction with 
the promptness with which trouble calls have 
been handled, particularly the agricultural con- 
sumers who were using water and could not 
very well afford a long shut down. А 


DINUBA DISTRICT 


Hazen С. REDFERN, District Manager. 


The extensive movement of fresh fruit in this 
district this past month has improved conditions 
to a considerable extent. 

Fruit of good quality has been bringing a 
fair return to: the grower. Some Reedley grow- 
ers reporting a return of $75.00 per ton for 
Malagas. The Earl Fruit Company reports the 
sale of a ‘car load of Calimyrna figs on the 
New York market for $350.00 per ton. 

Prune growers of this district are receiving 
$45.00 per ton for green prunes. The red spider 
has caused considerable damage to the prune 
crop this year, but growers expect a fair crop 
despite this fact. 

The Reedley canneries have been running full 
time for the past month on Tuscan and Elberta 
peaches and Calimyrna figs. They are employ- 
ing about 860 women and men and are handling 
from 3,500 to 4,000 boxes of fruit daily. 

T. R. Becker has erected and is operating a 
green fruit packing house in the city of Dinuba. 

The National F. O. B. Auction Company has 
opened an office in Dinuba. The volume of 
business in this district made it necesary for 
them to have a local representative. Messrs. 
Wright and Hughson of this city are in charge 
of the local office. This company is the origi- 
nator of the F. O. B. Auction Sale plan. 


CORCORAN DISTRICT 


F. C. CARROLL, District Manager. 


The following pumping plants were connected 
during the month of August: Mrs. Blanche 
Flynn, 1277 horsepower; Post Card Ranch, in- 
crease of 15 horsepower; J. H. Tennant, in- 
crease of 6 horsepower; Arthur Anderson, in- 
crease of 2V; horsepower; J. W. Guiberson Co., 
increase of 11 horsepower; Tulare Lake Land 
Co., 30 horsepower; also, six residence and two 
commercial lighting consumers. 
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The Boswell Gin Co. are completing a new 
four-stand gin and have leased the gin belong- 
ing to the Corcoran Cotton Growers Association. 
With the two gins they will be able to handle 
four bales of cotton per hour and will run two 
crews if necessary. 

The cotton acreage here is producing well 
and we expect the local automobile salesman to 
do a good business among the cotton growers 
this fall. 

There are plans being laid for the develop- 
ment of a larger acreage for this coming year. 


SANTA MARIA 
К. CAMPBELL, Reporter. 


V. F. Alexander, Ed. Epperley and W. H. 
Lambert enjoyed their vacations in the moun- 
tains near San Miguel deer hunting. Please 
don't ask what they got. We would rather not 
tell. 

A. D. Church spent a two weeks’ vacation in 
Long Beach, joining Mrs. Church and family, 
who had been visiting there for some time. In 
fact, they had been there just long enough, so 
Mr. Church picked them all up and brought 
them home. 

J. M. Buswell and Dr. Chas. E. Mordoff were 
Santa Maria visitors during the past month. 
Dr. Mordoff gave a lecture on First Aid at the 
Santa Maria Substation. 

Visitors in Los Angeles over Labor Day from 
the Santa Maria office were Catherine Todd, 
Achille Tomasini and Paul Thomas. Edna 
Tudor spent the holidays in Santa Barbara. 

H. F. Evans, clerk, has returned to the Uni- 
versity of California to resume his studies there. 
“Happy” had become a familiar figure around 
the office and we all hated to see him leave. 

Speaking of accomplishments, Santa Maria 
claims to have the best coyote catcher and rough 
rider in captivity, namely Ed. Epperley and 
W. H. Lambert. The truth leaks out, you know, 
and we learned that the two mentioned above 
have been practicing these two arts for several 
months, but never had a chance to use them 
until recently when they were supposed to be 
deer hunting. Тһе only trouble was that the 
coyote got away after all from Ed and Bill 
got thrown off the horse. Better luck next time 
—we hope. 


There are approximately 1,000 fewer parts to 
wear out in an electric truck than in a gas truck, 
all of which helps to reduce the repair bill from 
as high as $450 to as low as $30 to $50 per year. 


A New York brewer who once used more than 
200 horses recently replaced them with 58 elec- 
tric trucks. This reduced the delivery charges 
from 35 to 15 cents per barrel, or a net saving 
of $80,000 a year. The brewing company’s sav- 
ing on real estate was even more. То stable 
the horses properly and house the equipment 
required over 122.500 square feet of building 
space, while the electric trucks are adequately 
garaged in a building of but 8.500 square feet, 
a total saving of 114.000 square feet, worth 
approximately $580,000. 


1. “Billy” goes home to enlist the help of the family. He wants 
to win one of the local prizes—a dog or a bicycle. The first na- 
tional prize—a $15,000 model home interests the family 


3. He now installs good lighting in the pictures of therooms in 
the $15,000 model home by cutting out fixtures from the back 
pages of the primer and pasting them in the proper places. 
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2. He next studies the lighting equipment in his own home and 
in homes of two neighbors. In the Home Lighting Primer, he 
finds several pagés on which he fills in the results of this study. 
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4. He has now reached his last step—that of writing in 600 words 
or less the changes he would make in the wiring and lighting 
equipment of his own home to make it a well-lighted home. 


$15,000 Electrical Home Prize Contest 


OME bright school boy or girl is 
S going to receive a brand new $15,000 

i electrical home built especially for 
him or her and at no cost other than the 
effort and time necessary to write a 600- 
word essay and to show the proper location 
of the electrical fixtures for a home. 

This prize is offered by the Lighting 
Educational Committee of New York, and 
is one of eleven grand prizes offered by 
the National Committee, the other ten 
being five scholarships for boys and five 
for girls in colleges and universities of 
accepted standards. The scholarship 
prizes range in value from $1200 to $300. 

'There are also six state prizes and five 
district prizes to be offered in addition to 
the national prizes. The state prizes are 
as follows: $500, $250, $100, $75, $50, 
and $25, and the district prizes are $75, 
$50, $25, $10 and $5. 


Any grammar or high school student 
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over ten years of age, registered in any 
public, private or parochial school shall be 
eligible to enter this contest. 

'The contest is open now and closes 
October 31, 1924. Announcement of 
date of awards will be made later. 

'The power company district managers 
and others in charge of the work of regis- 
tering contestants are as follows: 


Fresno, P. B. Wilson. 

Bakersfield, A. R. Theile, D. L. Wishon. 

Merced, R. Casad. 

Madera, J. E. Barrett. 

Selma, Howard H. Young. 

Dinuba, Hazen G. Redfern. 

Hanford, Frank Hamilton. 

Taft, О. A. Kommers. 

Corcoran, F. C. Carroll. 

Los Banos, Thos. Hancock. 

San Joaquin, E. J. Stahl. 

Coalinga, W. E. Whittington. 

San Luis Obispo and Paso Robles, Chas. J. 
Kelly, Mrs. Beatrice Olden, C. A. Karling. 

Santa Maria, A. D. Church, D. D. Smalley, 
A. E. Ford. 
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CLEVER, CLEVER 
Speeches at public dinners in Japan are 
made before the dinner commences. Now 
we know what is meant by the Wise Men 
of the East.—London Humorist. 


INCONSIDERATE OF 'EM 
Friend—"I suppose thee ’re kept purty 
busy diggin’ graves?” 
Sexton—‘‘Sometimes I am, and some- 
times I ain’t. The trouble is people won’t 
die regular.” —Sydney Bulletin. 


REAL TOLERANCE 
Jackson—“I have a Ford; what car 
have you?” 
Everett —"A Packard.” 
Jackson—'Well, that's a good саг, 
tool" —O. E. R. Bulletin (Ottawa). 


In For ANYTHING 

A woman made a purchase from one of 
the flower girls in Piccadilly Circus and 
said: “I suppose you will be here on 
Wednesday.! I shall want a lot of flowers 
for my daughter; she is coming out on 
that day.” 

“She. shall have the best in the market, 
mum,” replied the flower seller sympathe- 
tically. “What’s she been in for?"— 
Pearson's Weekly. 


No Hero AFTER ALL 


He had risked his life to rescue the fair 
maid from a watery grave, and, of course, 
her father was duly grateful. 

“Young man,” he said, “I can never 
thank you sufficiently for your heroic act. 
You incurred an awful risk in saving my 
only daughter.” 

“None whatever, sir," replied the ama- 
teur life-saver; "I am already married."— 
Chicago News. 
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Key TO THE MYSTERY 
After floating in the Atlantic Ocean for 
forty-two years, a sealed bottle has been 


washed up on the American coast. We 
understand that the country is being ran- 
sacked for a corkscrew.—London Humor- 
ist. 


IcE-AsHES INVENTED 


Miller’s ice-house caught fire, and tho 
a determined effort was made to save the 
building from flames, it burned to the 
ground. With it 20,000 pounds of ice 
were reduced to ashes. — Peterboro 


(№. Н.) Transcript. 


Pickles HERE AND THERE 


At а recent luncheon, twenty-six varie- 
ties of Australian wine were served. Amer- 
icans must take consolation from the fact 
that they can go thirty-one better than this 
with pickles—London Opinion. 


CoMING TO THE PoINT 
Park Orator—‘‘Now would any one 
like to ask a question?” 
Small Boy—"How much will yer take 
for the box ye're standin’ on? We want 
ter make a rabbit hutch.”—London Mail. 


Try Your Luck 
“Take out a policy. One customer got 
her arm broken the other day and we paid 
her $500. You may be the lucky one to- 
morrow."—from an ad, quoted by the 
Kansas City Star. 


MusicaL HINT 


A diver is singing songs under water at 
the Wembley Exhibition. That seems to 
be the proper place to sing some of the 
songs inflicted on the public recently.— 
London Humorist. 
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ARE YOU 4 WANTER OR A WORKER? 


The Creator took the spirit of discontent and 
installed it in a body of laziness; He gave it 
the attitude of a snob, the constant sneer of 
contempt, a desire to shirk responsibility and a 


certain skill at getting by in the world. Из 
characteristics became  wilfulness, selfishness, 
venomous backbiting and greed. And He 


named it a WANTER. 

Then He took the glowing light of happiness, 
combined it with ambition, placed it in a body 
of activity and imbued it with honesty. He 
gave it the ability to achieve and the magnetism 
that draws friends. He blessed it with strong 
character, integrity and loyalty, instilled it with 
the power of development and intellectual pro- 
gress, endowed it with the viewpoint of an 
optimist and called it a WORKER. 

And ever since then man has been able to 
choose his associates.—Charles К. Condon. 


“I am saving 4 cents per gallon on every gal- 
lon of ice cream delivered by my electric 
trucks," said Edward Klinenberg, president of 
the People's Fuel & Supply Co.. in a speech 
before the Illinois Association of Ice Cream 
Manufacturers recently. Оп short-haul, fre- 
quent-stop routes it costs him $7.06 per service 
day for his electric trucks as against $10.43 for 
his gasoline trucks. 


San Joaquin Power MAGAZINE 


4 message to those who 
are helping make this 
business a success 


OURTESY 


As a small painting 
may reveal great 
genius, so may a 


small act of courtesy 


indicate the good 
breeding of the in- 
dividual and the 
wise judgment of 
those whom he 
represents. 


A. EMORY WISHON 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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San Joaquin Light & Power Corp. 
A Few Statistics as of December 31, 1923 


1,942 
21,014 


34,945 
10 


66,441 
115,467 


72,066 
187.533 
465,458,706 


631,817,100 


5,023 


166 
18 


2 
16,315,100,000 
1,784,019,200 


67,130 


49,790 
18,184 
2,610 
242,675 


$2,886,003.47 
$657,502.91 


employees in all departments—oper- 
ating and construction. 

bondholders and stockholders. 

sq. miles in which company operates. 

counties in Central California served— 
Mariposa, Merced. Madera, Fresno. 
Kings, Tulare, Kern, Monterey, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara—with a 
population of 400.000. 

gas, water and electric consumers. 

horsepower developed in 11 hydro-elec- 
tric plants. 

horsepower developed in 8 steam plants. 

horsepower developed im 14 plants. 

kilowatt hours total output of system 
in 12 months ending December 31, 
1923. 

cubic feet of natural and manufactured 
gas sold in 12 months ending 
December 31. 1923, in 3 cities. 

mills of electric transmission and dis- 
tribution lines. 

miles of main used in distribution of gas 

miles of main used in distribution of 
water. 

cities supplied with power for electric 
railways. 

gallons storage capacity for water used 
in generating electricity. 

cubic feet of natural gas and 7.163 
barrels. of oil used in generating 
electricity during 12 months ending 
December 31, 1923. 

horsepower of agricultural motors 
depending on San Joaquin Power, 
irrigating 402,750 acres of land. 

horsepower of industrial motors sup- 
plied by San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower of oil well motors operated 
by San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower of municipal power served 
bv San Joaquin Power. 

horsepower total connected load, 

wages paid employees in 1923. 

taxes paid in 1923. 
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TERRITORY : SERVED 
s jiSAN JOAQUIN 
KS ІСНТ & POWER 


RIRLAND COUNTIES 
s CU WBLIC SERVICE 


HE TERRITORY served by the San Joaquin Light & Power Corporation covers approxi- 
mately 6,000,000 acres in seven counties of the San Joaquin Valley. In this map are 
shown 5023 miles of transmission and distribution lines, 11 water power plants, 3 steam plants 
having an installed capacity of 187,533 horsepower which is distributed through 50 substations. 
The Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, serving in Fresno, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, and Santa Barbara Counties receives all of its power wholesale from the San Joaquin 


Light & Power Corporation. 


Now More Than 12,000 
Stockholders 


There are now more than 12,000 residents of the 
San Joaquin Valley and elsewhere in the state of 
California who have become partners in this basic in- 
dustry. And the number is growing daily. 


Many of these stockholders are paying their light 
and power bills — and some to spare — with their 
quarterly dividend checks. "They have purchased their 


“own light and power plant.’ 


San Joaquin Power Prior Preferred Stock is pre- 
ferred partnership in a basic industry of the San 
Joaquin Valley. It is safe. 


It vields 7.14 per cent on your investment paid 
quarterly in the form of a dividend check mailed 
to your address. 


It is listed on the San Francisco and Los Angeles 
Stock Exchanges, and has a ready market. 


San Joaquin Power Prior Preferred Stock may be 
purchased from any San Joaquin Power employee at 
$98.00 per share cash or $99.00 per share on payments 
of $6.00 down and $5.00 per month per share. 


SAN JOAQUIN LIGHT AND POWER 
CORPORATION 


Main Office, Fresno, California 


